


BIBLE LESSON
i Y He Loves a Cheerful Giver S

Generosity is more than just an act; it's a way of life that reflects the very
nature of God Himself. Scripture is filled with teachings and examples
T about the importance of giving freely and joyfully.

One of the foundational verses on this topic, 2 Corinthians 9:7, tells us,
""Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."

This principle of cheerful generosity extends beyond monetary
donations to encompass the giving of our time, resources, talents, and
even our presence.
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In this lesson, we will explore the rich biblical teachings on generosity,
uncovering how the act of giving benefits not only the recipient but
enriches the giver's spiritual life. We will take a look at how the early
church practiced generosity and how modern believers can apply these
timeless principles to their lives today.

Key verses such as Luke 6:38, "'Give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be
poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured
to you,' and Proverbs 11:25, "'A generous person will prosper; whoever
refreshes others will be refreshed," help to guide understanding and
discussion.

We will also explore the profound joy and blessing that comes from
living a life of generosity, a true reflection of God's character and a
tangible expression of our faith in His providential care.
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BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES OF GIVING

Generosity is a theme that resonates throughout the entire Bible, serving as a
cornerstone of the faith life of God's people. In the Old Testament, the Law
instructed Israel to give tithes and offerings as a sign of their devotion and trust
in God’s provision.

22 Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. 23 Eat the tithe of your
grain, new wine and olive oil, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks in the presence of the
Lord your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name, so that you may learn to
revere the Lord your God always. 24 But if that place is too distant and you have been blessed by
the Lord your God and cannot carry your tithe (because the place where the Lord will choose to
put his Name is so far away), 25 then exchange your tithe for silver, and take the silver with you
and go to the place the Lord your God will choose. 26 Use the silver to buy whatever you like:
cattle, sheep, wine or other fermented drink, or anything you wish. Then you and your
household shall eat there in the presence of the Lord your God and rejoice. 27 And do not neglect
the Levites living in your towns, for they have no allotment or inheritance of their own. 28 At
the end of every three years, bring all the tithes of that year’s produce and store it in your towns,
29 so that the Levites (who have no allotment or inheritance of their own) and the foreigners,
the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so
that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. Deuteronomy 14:22-29

In the New Testament, Jesus expands on this principle, emphasizing the spirit
of giving over the letter of the law. He praises the widow’s mite, a small offering
that became great due to the heart behind it.

"

41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting .

their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor
widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 43 Calling his
disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than
all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—
all she had to live on. Mark 12:41-44

The Acts of the Apostles shows the early church living out radical generosity,
sharing all they had so that no one was in need .

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their
possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace

was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among
them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the
money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to
anyone who had need. Acts 4:32-35
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- BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES OF GIVING: REFLECTION —_— g

What does the widow’s offering teach you about the attitude one should
have towards giving?

How might the example of the early church in Acts challenge your current
approach to sharing resources within your community?
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GENEROSITY WITH MONEY AND RESOURCES N

The Bible encourages believers to be generous with their material wealth,
emphasizing that our attitude in giving is more important than the amount

AR given. Paul advises the Corinthians to give willingly, not grudgingly or under
F compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:6-7). This teaches \,@‘j
us that our giving should come from a heart of gratitude and joy. Financial Bt :

generosity is not only about supporting the church and its missions but also
about relieving the poor and advancing the kingdom of God in tangible ways.

How does your current financial giving reflect your spiritual values and
priorities? What changes might you need to make to give more cheerfully
and liberally?

In what ways can you improve your financial stewardship to enable more
generous giving?
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GENEROSITY WITH TIME AND TALENTS

Generosity extends beyond financial contributions to include the giving of
time and talents. Every believer has unique gifts and abilities that can be used
to bless others and build up the church. Romans 12:6-8 encourages us to use
our different gifts in accordance with the grace given to us, whether it be
teaching, encouraging, giving, leading, or showing mercy. Investing time in
mentoring, volunteering, or participating in community services are practical
ways to demonstrate generosity.

We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your([a] faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve;
if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving,
then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.

Romans 12:6-8

What talents or skills have you been given that can be used to serve others?

How can committing your talents to God’s service impact your own
spiritual growth and the lives of others?
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OVERCOMING BARRIERS TO GENEROSITY

: While the call to be generous is clear, several barriers can hinder our
willingness to give freely. Greed, fear of scarcity, and a busy lifestyle are
= common obstacles. Proverbs 28:22 warns about the dangers of rushing to get

" rich and the virtues of generosity. Understanding and overcoming these
barriers requires a heart change and a renewed mind, aligning our thoughts
and actions with God’s will, which calls for openness and generosity.

The stingy are eager to get rich and are unaware that poverty awaits them. Proverbs 28:22

Identify a personal barrier that might be hindering your generosity.
What steps can you take to overcome this?

How can prayer and meditation on God’s Word help you combat the fear
of scarcity?

In what ways can simplifying your lifestyle contribute to more
opportunities for generosity?
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PRACTICAL STEPS et

Being a more cheerful giver is a practice that aligns your actions with the
generosity of spirit exemplified by Christ. Here are practical steps to
cultivate this important attribute:

- Start with Prayer: Begin each day by asking God to open your heart to
opportunities to give and to help you recognize the joy in giving. Prayer can
align your will with God's and soften your heart towards generous actions.

- Set Giving Goals: Establish clear, achievable goals for giving, whether they
involve donating a set amount of money, volunteering a certain number of
hours, or regularly offering your skills to those in need. Seeing your
progress can enhance your joy in giving.

« Educate Yourself on Needs: Learn about the needs within your community o
and beyond. Understanding the specific challenges others face can deepen
your compassion and motivate you to act.

Budget for Generosity: Include a designated line for charity in your
personal or family budget. Treat this like any other financial commitment,
which can help make giving a regular, joyful part of your life.

Incorporate Giving into Everyday Life: Look for daily opportunities to give.
This could be as simple as paying for someone's coffee, offering your seat
on public transport, or spending time with someone who needs company.
This requires being/staying sensitive to the Holy Spirit.

Reflect on the Impact: Take time to reflect on how your giving has made a
difference. This could involve reading updates from charities you support
or reviewing personal notes from those you’ve helped.

Join a Group: Participate in or form a group committed to charitable
activities. Being around others who are enthusiastic about giving can
increase your own joy and provide new ideas for how to help.

Practice Gratitude: Regularly reflect on what you’re thankful for. Gratitude
is closely linked to generosity because it reminds us of the abundance we
have and the joy that comes from sharing it with others.
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e CONTINUING REFLECTION g
Reflection will help to become a more cheerful giver can help solidify
. your commitment and enhance your understanding of generosity.
i Make a commitment to come back to these questions and reflect:

- Assessing Personal Goals: How do the giving goals I've set align with my
spiritual or personal values? Are these goals challenging yet achievable for me?

_,,.-a-'r‘?’l‘»._.-j
r
« Understanding Impact: Which of the needs I've learned about resonates most - 4

deeply with me, and why? How can I tailor my giving to address these needs? ﬁ—ﬂ'
- Budget Reflection: When I review my budget for generosity, do I feel it reflects S
_ a genuine sacrifice and commitment, or is there room to grow? What emotions -
- do I experience when I allocate funds for giving?

Daily Acts of Kindness: Can I recall a recent act of daily giving that brought me
unexpected joy? What about that experience was fulfilling, and how can I make
such acts more frequent?

Anonymity in Giving: How does giving anonymously affect my feelings about
charity? Does it enhance my focus on the joy of helping others rather than
seeking recognition?

Community Influence: How does participating in a group focused on giving
influence my own attitudes towards generosity? What have I learned from
others that could improve my own practices?

Impact Reflection: Reflect on a time when you were able to see the direct
impact of your generosity. How did this visibility affect your motivation to
give?

Gratitude Practices: How does practicing gratitude influence my willingness
and enthusiasm to give? What are some specific things I am grateful for that I
might have overlooked before?

Challenges to Generosity: What are the biggest challenges or barriers I face in
becoming a more cheerful giver? How can I address these challenges based on
the practical steps discussed?
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